Role of the thyroid in the involution of the mesonephric Malpighian corpuscles in the chick embryo.
The mesonephros of the chick embryo normally begins to regress during the second half of embryonic life. Experimental methods, such as adenohypophysis grafting, hypophysectomy or use of antithyroid drugs, which stimulate or depress the thyroid function of the embryo, modified accordingly the regressive processes occurring in the mesonephric Malpighian corpuscles, particularly at the level of the glomerular basement laminae. These results as well as the known sensitivity of the mesonephros to thyroxine and the concordance between the steps of embryonic thyroid development and the mesonephric modifications show that the thyroid normally plays a major determining role in this phenomenon.